
 

 

Capability Brown Festival Book List (completed end of February 2017) 
 
Books are displayed according to year of publication. Please note that the Festival is not endorsing any individual book-seller – do 
shop around! For more on the work of the County Gardens Trusts, see The Gardens Trust website. 

 
Books about Capability Brown and his work 

 
Publication 
year 

Author(s) Title Publisher In 
print? 

Link 

2017 Barry Goldsmith 
Clarke; Benedict 
Barrett; Eleanor 
Hudson; James 
Whibberley  

‘Engineering the landscape – 
Capability Brown’s role’ in 
Proceedings of the Institution of 
Civil Engineers - Engineering 
History and Heritage, Volume 
170 Issue 1, February 2017, pp. 
19-30 
 

ICE Publishing  
ICE Virtual Library  
essential 
engineering 
knowledge 

yes Download here 

2016 Williamson, T. ‘Lancelot Brown and Local 
History’ The Local Historian 46. 
pp. 266 (Article) 

 Yes British Association for Local 
History website 

2016 Sally Bate (Editor) Capability Brown in Norfolk Norfolk Gardens 
Trust 

Yes Jarrolds of Norwich 
Norfolk Gardens Trust website 

2016 John Phibbs and Joe 
Cornish 

Capability Brown: Designing 
English landscapes and gardens 

Rizzoli Yes Amazon  

2016 David Brown and 
Tom Williamson 
 

Lancelot Brown and the 
Capability men: landscape 
revolution in Eighteenth-Century 
England  

Reaktion Books Yes Reaktion Books website 

http://thegardenstrust.org/
http://www.icevirtuallibrary.com/author/Clarke%2C+Barry+Goldsmith
http://www.icevirtuallibrary.com/author/Clarke%2C+Barry+Goldsmith
http://www.icevirtuallibrary.com/author/Barrett%2C+Benedict
http://www.icevirtuallibrary.com/author/Barrett%2C+Benedict
http://www.icevirtuallibrary.com/author/Hudson%2C+Eleanor
http://www.icevirtuallibrary.com/author/Hudson%2C+Eleanor
http://www.icevirtuallibrary.com/author/Whibberley%2C+James
http://www.icevirtuallibrary.com/author/Whibberley%2C+James
http://www.icevirtuallibrary.com/doi/abs/10.1680/jenhh.16.00017
http://www.balh.org.uk/publications/local-historian/current-issue-the-local-historian-volume-46-number-4-october-2016
http://www.balh.org.uk/publications/local-historian/current-issue-the-local-historian-volume-46-number-4-october-2016
http://www.jarrold.co.uk/departments/books/local-books/capability-brown-in-norfolk-edited-by-sally-bate-(paperback)
http://www.norfolkgt.org.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/d/Books/Capability-Brown-Designing-English-Landscapes-Gardens-Phibbs/0847848833/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1488456476&sr=8-1&keywords=Capability+Brown%3A+Designing+English+landscapes+and+gardens
http://www.reaktionbooks.co.uk/display.asp?ISB=9781780236445&nat=false&stem=true&sf1=keyword&st1=david%2Bbrown&m=1&dc=3


2016 Karen Lynch Noble Prospects: Capability 
Brown and the Yorkshire 
landscape 

Yorkshire Gardens 
Trust  

Yes  Yorkshire Gardens Trust 
website  

2016 Steffie Shields Moving heaven and earth: 
Capability Brown’s gift of 
landscape 

Unicorn Publishing 
Group 

Yes The Unicorn Publishing Group 
website 

2016 Kent Gardens Trust 
 

Capability Brown in Kent Windsor Yes YPD Books website  

Publication 
year 

Author(s) Title Publisher In 
print? 

Link 

2016 Essex Gardens Trust  Lancelot Brown and his Essex 
clients  

Essex Gardens 
Trust 

Yes Essex Gardens Trust website 

2016 Patrick Eyres (editor) Yorkshire Capabilities (New 
Arcadian Journal) 

New Arcadian 
Press 

Yes  New Arcadian Press website  

2016 Sarah Rutherford Capability Brown and his 
landscape gardens 

National Trust 
Books 

Yes The National Trust website  

2016 Tim Scott Bolton  
 

A Brush with Brown: the 
landscapes of ‘Capability’ Brown 

The Dovecote 
Press 

Yes The Dovecote Press website 

2016 Peter Brimacombe   Capability Brown Pitkin Yes The History Press website 

2015 Sarah Spooner Regions and Designed 
Landscapes in Georgian England 

Routledge Yes Amazon 

2015 The Duchess of 
Rutland with Jane 
Pruden 
 

Capability Brown and Belvoir: 
discovering a lost landscape 

Nick McCann 
Associates 

Yes The Belvoir Castle website 

2013 Roger Turner 
 

Capability Brown and the 
eighteenth century English 
landscape 

The History Press Yes The History Press website 

2012 Jane Brown 
 

Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown: the 
omnipotent magician 1716-1783 

Pimlico No See buying options on Amazon  

2011 Laura Mayer 
  

Capability Brown and the English 
landscape garden 

Shire Library Yes The Bloomsbury Publishing 
website  

http://www.yorkshiregardenstrust.org.uk/noble-prospects-exhibition-guide
http://www.yorkshiregardenstrust.org.uk/noble-prospects-exhibition-guide
http://www.unicornpress.org/page/detail/Moving-Heaven-and-Earth/?isb=9781910787151
http://www.unicornpress.org/page/detail/Moving-Heaven-and-Earth/?isb=9781910787151
http://www.ypdbooks.com/travel-and-adventure/1421-capability-brown-in-kent-YPD01620.html
http://www.essexgardenstrust.org.uk/lancelot-brown
http://www.newarcadianpress.co.uk/product/yorkshire-capabilities/
http://shop.nationaltrust.org.uk/capability-brown/p7567#tdesc_1
http://www.dovecotepress.com/?product=a-brush-with-brown-the-landscapes-of-capability-brown-tim-scott-bolton
http://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/publication/capability-brown/9781841656908/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Designed-Landscapes-Routledge-Landscape-Environmental/dp/1138852813
http://www.belvoircastle.com/product/capability-brown-belvoir/
http://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/publication/capability-brown-and-the-eighteenth-century-english-landscape/9780750953856/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lancelot-Capability-Brown-1716-1783-Omnipotent/dp/0701182121
http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/capability-brown-and-the-english-landscape-garden-9780747810490/
http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/capability-brown-and-the-english-landscape-garden-9780747810490/


2000 A Woodhouse Kirkharle courtyard: Capability 
Brown and his birthplace 

Printed privately No  See buying options on Amazon  

1986 Thomas Hinde 
 

Capability Brown: the story of a 
master gardener 

Century 
Hutchinson 

No See buying options on Amazon  

1984 Dorothy Stroud Capability Brown Faber & Faber No See buying options on Amazon  

1983 Peter Willis 

 
Capability Brown in 
Northumberland 

Northumberland 
and Newcastle 
Society 

 

No See buying options on Amazon  

Publication 
year 

Author(s) Title Publisher In 
print? 

Link 

1983 Tyne and Wear 
County Council 
Museums and the 
North East Chapter 
of the Landscape 
Institute 

Capability Brown and the 
northern landscape 

Tyne and Wear 
County Council 
Museums 

No See buying options on Amazon  

      
1974 Joan Clifford Capability Brown: an illustrated 

life of Lancelot Brown 1716-1783 
Shire Publications 
Ltd 

No  See buying options on Amazon 

1971 Edward Hyams Capability Brown and Humphry 
Repton  

J M Dent & Sons 
Ltd 

No See buying options on Amazon 

 
 
Books including significant reference to Brown, but where his work is not the main subject 

 
Publication 
year 

Author(s) Title Publisher In print? Link 

2017 Margaret Stone, Ann 
Hooper, Pamela 
Shaw & Lesley 
Tanner 

An Eighteenth Century 
Obsession: The Plant Collection 
of the 6th Earl of Coventry at 
Croome Park, Worcestershire. 

National Trust, 
Croome  

Yes  Croome Park 01905 371006 
and ask for shop 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Capability-Kirkharle-1716-1783-Courtyard-Limited/dp/B00AD20B2C/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1465833462&sr=8-1&keywords=capability+brown+of+kirkharle
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Capability-Brown-Story-Master-Gardener/dp/0091637406/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1465819094&sr=1-1&keywords=thomas+hinde
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Capability-Brown-Dorothy-Stroud/dp/057113405X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1465819144&sr=1-16
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Capability-Brown-Northumberland-Peter-Willis/dp/B000L69I9M/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1465819176&sr=1-2&keywords=capability+brown+in+northumberland
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Brown-Capability-Northern-Landscape-Exhibition/dp/0905974123/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1465819416&sr=1-1&keywords=capability+brown+and+the+northern+landscape
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Capability-Brown-Illustrated-1716-1783-Lifelines/dp/0852632746/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1465833186&sr=8-3&keywords=capability+brown+illustrated
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Capability-Brown-Humphry-Repton-Edward/dp/0460038095/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1465833486&sr=8-1&keywords=capability+brown+and+humphry+repton
javascript:void(0)


2016 Kate Felus  The secret life of the Georgian 
garden: beautiful objects and 
agreeable retreats 

I.B. Tauris Yes  I.B. Tauris website  

2016 Mikhail Piotrovsky, 
Mikhail Dedinkin 
and David Jacques 

The Hampton Court albums of 
Catherine the Great 

Fontanka Yes  Fontanka website  

2016 Thomas Whately 
(introduction and 
commentary by 
Michael Symes) 

Observations on modern 
gardening: an Eighteenth-
Century study of the English 
landscape garden  

The Boydell 
Press 

Yes Boydell & Brewer website  

Publication 
year 

Author(s) Title Publisher In print? Link 

2016 Michael Symes The English Landscape Garden in 
Europe 

Historic England Yes Historic England bookshop 

2015 Ian Wray 

 
Great British plans: who made 
them and how they worked 

Routledge Yes The Routledge website 

2015 Mark Laird A natural history of English 
gardening, 1650-1800 

Yale University 
Press 

Yes YaleBooks 

2009  Fiona Cowell Richard Woods: Master of the 
Pleasure Garden 

Boydell and 
Brewer 

Yes  Boydell and Brewer website 

2007 Jonathan Finch and 
Kate Giles (editors) 

Estate landscapes: design, 
improvement and power in the 
post-medieval landscape 

Boydell and 
Brewer 

Yes Boydell and Brewer website 

2007 Tim Richardson The Arcadian Friends: inventing 
the English landscape garden 

Bantam Yes See buying options on Amazon 

2006  Jennifer Meir Sanderson Miller and his 
Landscapes 

Phillimore Yes  See buying options on Amazon 

2005 John Barnatt and 
Tim Williamson 

Chatsworth: a landscape history Windgather 
Press 

Yes Oxbow Books  

2000 Timothy Mowl Gentlemen and Players: 
gardeners of the English 
landscape 

Sutton Yes See buying options on Amazon 

http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Humanities/History/History%20earliest%20times%20to%20present%20day/Modern%20history%20to%2020th%20century%20c%201700%20to%20c%201900/The%20Secret%20Life%20of%20the%20Georgian%20Garden.aspx?menuitem=%7bDFF51E2F-C0BA-4928-ACC4-415188DCDEE8%7d
http://www.fontanka.co.uk/hampton-court-albums1
https://boydellandbrewer.com/observations-on-modern-gardening-by-thomas-whately-hb.html
https://retail.historicenglandservices.org.uk/the-english-landscape-garden-in-europe.html
https://www.routledge.com/Great-British-Plans-Who-made-them-and-how-they-worked/Wray/p/book/9780415711425
http://yalebooks.co.uk/display.asp?K=9780300196368&nat=false&sort=%24rank&sf1=keyword&st1=mark+laird&m=1&dc=2
https://boydellandbrewer.com/richard-woods-1715-1793-hb.html
https://boydellandbrewer.com/estate-landscapes-hb.html
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Arcadian-Friends-Tim-Richardson/dp/059307601X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1465896398&sr=1-1&keywords=tim+richardson+arcadian
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sanderson-Miller-Jennifer-Meir/dp/1860773877/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1465896615&sr=1-1&keywords=sanderson+miller+landscapes
http://www.oxbowbooks.com/oxbow/chatsworth.html
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sanderson-Miller-Jennifer-Meir/dp/1860773877/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1465896615&sr=1-1&keywords=sanderson+miller+landscapes


1999 Mark Laird The Flowering of the English 
Landscape Garden: English 
pleasure grounds 1720-1800 

Pennsylvania 
University Press 

No See buying options on Amazon 

1999 Stephen Daniels Humphry Repton: landscape 
gardening and the geography of 
Georgian England 

Yale University 
Press 

Yes YaleBooks 

1998 Dana Arnold The Georgian Country House: 
architecture, landscape and 
society 
 

Sutton Yes The History Press 

Publication 
year 

Author(s) Title Publisher In print? Link 

1995 T. Williamson Polite Landscapes: Gardens and 
Society in Eighteenth-Century 
England 

Tempus No See buying options on Amazon 

1993 Douglas Chambers The Planters of the English 
Landscape Garden: botany, trees 
and the Georgics 

Yale University 
Press 

No See buying options on Amazon 

1983 David Jacques Georgian Gardens: the reign of 
nature 

Batsford No See buying options on Amazon 

1978 M. Girouard Life in the English Country 
House: a social and architectural 
history 

Yale University 
Press 

Yes  YaleBooks 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Flowering-Landscape-Garden-1720-1800-Architecture/dp/081223457X
http://yalebooks.co.uk/display.asp?K=9780300079647&nat=false&sort=%24rank&sf1=keyword&st1=humphry+repton&m=1&dc=1
http://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/publication/the-georgian-country-house/9780750934701/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Polite-Landscapes-Gardens-Society-Eighteenth-century/dp/0750920238/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1465901112&sr=1-1&keywords=polite+landscapes
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Planters-English-Landscape-Garden-Georgics/dp/0300054645/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1465901183&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Planters+of+the+English+Landscape+Garden
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Georgian-Gardens-Nature-David-Jacques/dp/0713434570/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1465901255&sr=1-1&keywords=Georgian+Gardens%3A+the+reign+of+nature
http://yalebooks.co.uk/display.asp?K=9780300058703&nat=false&sort=%24rank&sf1=keyword&st1=Life+in+the+English+Country+House&m=1&dc=36

